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STATEMENT ON CLASS SIZE RESEARCH

March, 2008

The issue of class size is certainly an important topic given fluctuating enrollment within Hopkinton and a general decrease in school age population throughout New Hampshire.  A search on the ERIC database (Education Resources Information Center, facilitated by the United States Department of Education), brought up 4240 articles concerning class size. Below is a summary of a few key studies:

Glass and Smith completed a meta-analysis in 1978 of over 80 studies on the subject. They arrived at two major conclusions:

· Reduced class size can be expected to increase academic achievement.

· The major benefits from reduced class size come when class size is reduced below 20 students.

Educational Research Service in 1990 reviewed an even greater group of studies on class size and concluded that small classes are most beneficial within the primary grades in the area of reading and mathematics.
The Bourke study in 1986 found that teachers of small classes spend less time on classroom management and have more meaningful and longer interactions with their students. Kiser-King in 1995 found the same advantages in that in smaller classrooms there is a greater percentage of “task-oriented” events and a smaller percentage of “institutional events”, such as dealing with student discipline or classroom organizational tasks.

The best-known and most comprehensive study to date is Tennessee’s Project STAR (Student-Teacher Achievement Ratio). It followed over 10,000 students for four years and involved over 300 teachers.

Here are some of the major findings relevant to our district:

· Small classes (17 students or below) are more effective academically than larger classes (22 and above) in the primary grades.

· The small class advantage began in Kindergarten, increased by the end of the first grade and remained an advantage through grade 3.

· Students in small classes were generally much better behaved through the years than their peers who were schooled in larger classes.

· Small class participation increased students’ active engagement and learning and these positive behaviors persisted even after small classes were disbanded. 

Thus, in a primary setting, according to the research, the greatest effects of small classes is that:

a.) Students are more actively engaged in learning.

b.) Teachers are able to spend more time in direct instruction and meaningful interaction with students.

c.) Reading and Math instruction are particularly enhanced.

THE EFFECT OF INCREASED CLASS SIZES 

Looking at the other side of the coin, a dramatic increase in class size from what we have had historically would impact our elementary schools in many ways:

1. Our instructional culture would change. There would be a greater amount of teacher directed learning and much less cooperative and group learning. Instruction would be very hard to differentiate. Student achievement would likely suffer.

2. The need for specialized services such as special education, Reading Recovery, and Title 1 would increase, along with accompanying financial costs.

3. HMS teachers, who are used to teaching with smaller class sizes would find it difficult to shift to what would be a different instructional model. Our literacy and math teaching strategies are based on smaller class sizes. 

4. Student attitudes about learning would likely be negatively affected which would lead to a rise in discipline issues. 

5. The impact of higher class sizes at HMS would likely continue throughout the upper grades in lower student achievement and the erosion of student reading and math skills.

Respectfully submitted,

Bill Carozza, Principal

