Working Together for School

Success
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“OTES R Picture this

. , Good readers form
mental pictures as they read. To
improve your child’s comprehension,
read a book without letting him see it.
Then, ask him to guess what the illus-
trations look like. Examples: How are
the characters dressed? Is the setting
‘bright or gloomy?

Raising good sports

You can teach your youngster to be

a good sport by being one yourself.
When you attend a game, clap and
cheer for players who try hard, even if
they're on the other team. You'll help
your youngster learn to be gracious to
everyone in the game.

Lire them up

Sometimes kids get math problems
wrong simply because they haven’t
lined up the numbers correctly. Try
this. Have your child work problems
on graph paper, using one box per
number. Once she gets used to this
system, she’ll be able to wansfer her
lining-up skills to regular paper.

Worth guoting

“Life doesn't require that we be the
best, only that we try our best.”
H. Jackson Brown Jr.

“JUST FOR FUN

Teacher: Name one important thing
we have today that we didr’t have
10 years ago.

Brian: Me!

. effectively with these tips.

Maple Street Elementary School
Ms. Mary C. Duncan, Guidance Counselor

Study smarts

Sarah, a fourth-grader, takes a history
test at the end of each month. : E
Evan, a first-grader, has a spelling :
quiz every Friday. Studying is
a skill these youngsters will
need throughout their vears of
school. Help your child study

Start a habit. Fncourage
your youngster to treat study-
ing as a daily assignment,

not just something she does
the evening before a test. For
example, she might study 15
minutes every night for a spelling test
on Friday. After she finishes her regular
homework, she can spend a little time
reviewing her notes and handouts.

topic, For a science unit on matter,
for instance, she could try What Is the
World Made Of? by Kathleen Weidner
Zoehfeld.

Mix it up. If your youngster reviews
information in several ways, she’ll be
more likely to remember it. She might
use colored pencils te copy each spell-
ing word or math fact onto a separate
index card. Then, she can shuffle the
cards and study them in a different
order each time. For extra reinforce-
ment, suggest that she spell each word
or recite each fact aloud. ¥

Tackle textbooks. When your
child has a chapter to study, have her
“preview” it to increase her understand-
ing. She should glance over headings,
graphics, and photos and go to the
glossary to look up boldfaced words.
Tip: If she finds a section hard to grasp,
she could read a picture book on the

'P:-.i_reh_t powe

There are many ways you can support your child’s learning and school. Here
are a few ideas:

W Spend a few minutes every evening looking over handouts your youngster brings
home. Fill ou: forms to return the next day. G

B Tell your child’s teachers if you can help them out at school
or home.

M Make sure teachers know you appreciate their efforts.
From time to time, send a thank-you note or an e-mail.

M Contact your child’s teacher immediately if you see

a problem. Working together will help your
youngster succeed.

W Artend conferences, parent meetings, and
Gchool events regularly. ¥
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